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(57) I^iKJl 

>f >'^;?;-hy 5/i:;^9J:i3. ^^-^y^/i^^ 
7 (c^ur-r >'^5^^t*&f•^- 
|a7)^-/l.^-:j^3 3 a, 3 3 b ^i^jffl^ ^J^filSr 





*3S 2 *fcW:if 3 <c:ia«<o-f y^i^oL^ h^lBSai 

So 
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mix^i&f&^ML^y^^^^y^ti^w^^^^tmc^ 

^«JE;6?enAD^ix. ^»ffio<^^«cJ;f?-<>'^;<7-hy 
^^^^f\J^7<^^W^(r>^ V y 5/i^;&5|B®Mg 

[ft*:s 1 0 1 ^-r')y v^{mm^i\^x^mmm.(Dm 

• V y'y\mm^i\^. ^y^iJ-VVv'J^t^h^ 

>^w^^^^t\^x^iy'!r(Dm^^^n^t^\^. ^12 

30 ^&L^y K(C>r ^m^^^^-^^^y^ Sr^Sx-^t^ V 
y^icMl^X^y^^l^m-r^b-O'^mi^^'ryyt. 

f^^^±^y'yzfttm^i.xm^:^ti. 

40 y^r'>yzft^^^t^±:^Ty:fti!>mmLxm^^^X\^^ 



3 

[0001] 

^m^y vtmrn 

lO 0 0 2l 

[00031 ^ ur. la®-^^' Kd^^m^ix/c'^-^ y 

[0 0 0 41 ^^^J:5 5te«^<7>|B^g|g^cffiv^fe)i^^>r 
^'iJ^;*;— hy 5/i^(^:*3V^Tri. ;^7— h y 5/ v^:^/^^<-SI 

[0005] Z.(r>^^^^:x.'y KftW^Stt. «f»Jx.l^#M 
5 3 0-^<2^ffl{CM:^^iX/cJ:5«C. 
A $ ix;/h^^ttcD>< y V - h y 

[00061 
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[0 0 0 71 ^fc. ^#0^5?t^-f'>'i?'jlS(7:)f+«Sc(C^:5 
[0 0 0 81 ^(DfcibiC. ^ISLfctt'e>o#«CiBia:L-C 

[00091 2|c^WW:. fltrfBU;fc J: 5 <cFflli;S«c:#i L 

Xfj:^ivfc,i,(r>Xh^ . ^'y^:p—hV^yi^(D^ly^:x. 
\y KH^fii^r J: «9 JEI6(c:fegt*5;i ^ v^oi 

[0 0 1 oi 

[0 0 1 1 1 »*U^|l*S<0?gfil(c:;}BV^TW: 
50 [0 0 121 :^^m\ct>f)^:b^>^i^:rLy h^lS 



5 

10 0 131 i^7^i?>'i;^f^{a^a^;^/c:^>' 

^-r ^ J: 5 {-^^ ^ t> S « 

[0 0 15] ^Ur. :*:%0>qiC;j)>;6*5-O^s;^:n5/ 

[00 161 S6>«c. »*L<tt«IiaiaS--$/ KJ:Oti: 
ai$ix^*>f >^^1Sr^i^•^:^^^^A'r'5m*(7)^>^;^•- 
V :yi:^{CS^{.X^tl^*ivmQ^f\^^X^{cmfil^^^^o 

[0 0 171 */c. ^^mkcai^ai^^b^^^i^jcy f^ib 

^-r y y v^tctSSItStt. -f^^jJ^;^-^'; !/>^;6^C)^:^^ 



(4) #M 2001-232806 

6 

5/ '^\^^'^^xm'&(nmmmk\^^^ t ^ijibm 

^ in > K*t^-e ^ H^iJ;^i- ^ J: 9 « c ^ o 
[0 0 181 ctos-^, »^b<fittilSL/cf+B$;^xy 

[0 0 1 91 J^±(7)J:5 5ic^>'i^^;«?~-hy5'v^<o-r>':^ 

X4 -y^:^- h y !y i^X 0 v^WmS:^ bT^r y 
:x v?(^^«fc ^ ixfci^ zf^:y^\cfi\.X><-y^fAmi^^ 

<n&t.X^ dSM^SttfcC Sr«ia3 LfcS^tcW:. 

[0 0 2 01 ^\^x. ^iaL^><i^i^ffi*&/Vu:/(0^#' 
30 ^>'S^^(D^ :y^&skm^WLt^m^(r>mi'^X^ i^^t^^ 

So 

[0 0 2 11 irf^t>^^ z.(r>X'7\^^y^W^t^<j\^'f(r> 

:x ^ i^mtmni bfa^ 5tfc«* r-fi&v > § s i: j&f # So 
[0 0 2 21 *Dx.-C. ■SfJl2UrcJ:5(c-r':/i^;d- h y :y 
v^tcl^S $ ttfc-r fi;65E^ ^(T^ftttT JiC o C ^ iS: 

Sia-fs^v-i^^s^fiig^ttJ^S^gBSSttSo ^b-c. 
50 3£-fSJ:5<c<eSnSo wOj:5Jc«|^i-sct-C. «?)J 
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[0 0 23] 

•C. Ell^CW:;^$i^rv^3tfcV^;&^ df.^ y 1 (OiSi^O 
[00 24] */c, Vv^i^l *CW:1trtaiS&-vo, K«C 

jc^itsi^x 4mM.m^ivx\^^^. 

10 0 2 5] -eur. Z.(r>^'f^>'^ 7 a --7 d(C^b 

i5'i:t>-i'5) 9 a-9 d;6^b. -rVr^^M^&eSSrSAlc-rS 
^att<o^:^^««&^=.->^i 0, 10, Sr^tt^- 

[00 26] ttrlB'^-r y 1 o»t!)SK±*ciB 

[0 0 2 7] Z.tn^^v'fWAl 1 ali. |B^SIS(75^ 
[0 0 2 8] ^Lt. ^W^^^^if^WiX XKcW^X.It, 
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^-Yf^-i/swi 2^?g^s$n•rv^•r. i^j^^tc^sctta 
K<oyX/ui?^SSrtA«urt»}S-r2>::^AS"t?# 

[0 0 2 9] gctCjgl 2 . lil 1 tC;^ bfclB^SISlC^iS 
;^Lfclll i:^«C^P>^i"5o 13 1 :fc<):t/S 2 (dib'V^T. 

10 if^^^-fz \ iE*ifiiaE#2 2«c 

^>':J'i^i^ 9 a'-9 d (l§i2tC:}oV^rtt{-^*U-CW-§'9 

L-t?jt ur $3 , UXT«cjoV^rft*Lr*«c:«?F-S-9i: 

[0 0 3 0] rtOS-g'. «tIIBJE:*«l/iilS2 3d»b#/-f 

9{c^L'C^^^fEeS;65^ii^$tt. ;&-hyyv? 

20 [003 1] ^tJlB£Ey:?PS# 2 2 tt. ^^DEEtK^^T^ 2 

9 a -9 A\zMt>^^%^tm^<r>m^\^w^xi^m 

[0 0 3 2] $ ibiC. m^m.ti^^^2 3«. ^^D/E 
;J^:x:?^2 l<cJ:-Dr;^?0/5^ix/c^^JESr*^^U 

fe. ^^D/E^:/>^2 l(cJ;oXAflm^ti:fcS^ffi;65B^f 

30 i^'7'2 1 (Og?SbS:f^Jh^-ti:5<!:^(C. JE:^1^ail§2 3 (c 

Uilta^lctt. ^j^DfiE7J?:^:^2iS:i^t!)$ii:^J:5«c 

9 a-9 d{c*D*p52^^jE*S0f^<75a5a(c:*i»^nsJ: 

[0 0 3 3] 1fij^;<-(ly^'>^9ns ^(Tym^mf&^^m 

40 ix-rv^:&„ ^UT. >>i'i^tJ'i^^ 9 2 4 

fc-eji^^$*t;5.SM;6?iE;ty||2 5S:«^U-Cib-»). CO 

[0 0 3 4] #^-<>-^:^^9 a-g 

d«ClRiiifi^?ttfc«->l'>^^/^yiJ^ 2 4W:. ^tl^'timi£^ 
^(cJ:^ADEE$rS:lt. v>7 9 a-g d A^6>«- 

i^T'iJ'^iJ^ 7 a -7 d{CMi^Xm^(DZMzX^^ >^ 

[0 0 3 5] *ib\ >r>'i5^;^-hy LT(7>^li1B> 
50 >'^>'^ 9tcW:. ia3(ct;^^ix/c<t 5ic-€:co^--:^ 
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[0 0 3 61 t,fc. md,;^^>^>:^ 9^\at. S 3 tC 

^S^rfflf^i-^^a^-Y 2 9 $r A^fi^^^^g'&t.*) 

f^Pi®SE«^->— h 2 4 a (d J: o-C. 9 Sr« 

/<y ^ 2 4 cOflflffitCttf^fbS 2 4b 355P1^(CM {^It h 
tlX\^^. :L(OmmcX^. ><V^/<5'^2 4(C§tA$ 

y ^ 2 4(OiR«|<C#V\ ^|Bf^S5«2 4 b O-SBA^^Ifi 
[00 3 7] m2 tCL^^ixfc J; 5 y ^ 2 9 

[00381 — W^^J^^>^>^ 9 a — g d(C4B 

2 6, 2 6 0, i 

0, ^-ttt^n^UT. 5^i^l(c««^Fixift: 

7 a--? d m2f,c^\i^xm^^i.xw^ 
ti^xvLm-r^m-^hh^o ) \cmi:^^^^x^{cm^ 

[00 3 9] m2 (C^-ri^:/^ 7 <0«S^(iloV^TO 

(O— |f5(CW:*i\afc^3 2;&5«lOW»te>ttXV^^„ 

2J^-/U*^tcn*$ix:5^m«»*^3 3 a, 3 3 

b;6^s«3 4«c3g«^ttr. -ty^^^ 7(ommcmm 

[0 0 4 0] CKOfflf^tcJ:!?, hat!'3 KciBBS 

*itfe7lci^«qff 3 2 t . 7 n- h4?|5«-0?$±^aS(c: L/c 
A^ofcfltns^^B^^S 2(cJ:^a^;^.^S:{Cj5£:i:;t. ttJiS 
^-/W'^^^3 3a, 3 3 b(ci:t>m^&?jai;^^^5l^$H 

^mt)^±^mmj&^ivxft6r). muy^-hntts 

1 ^^^X'V:f^>^^<o^ ^^A^m^Siirm^i^X 
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[0 04 11 z(Dmi&(r>mmci^\f^x\t. m?s.vfz.^> 

/l-*^3 3a. 33b (0«»Wa3:/3^C«':3V^-C^|^>r > 
^ VI- ^ 2 6 ^ J: 9 1- ^ r V ^ S , 
[0 0 4 2] c^7:>^^Som^{c:*5v^-cl^. ^a^i- 

V ^ 1^ co^ V t ^ 

tt. ^fllE>r:^^M.^&/Vuy2 6S:§^#^'mp-f5J:5*cM 

[0 0 4 3] ^L-C. 7f^(C*5lt^^ V 

^tJlS^f v>5^M*&/VU7^2 6*5M#$ttS, :ioJ:5 

[0 0 4 4] ^fc. lil2tc^^tufcJ:5ic*^:/:^>'rJ^ 
3 6i£r^Ur|B^-^5^ KeiC^UT-Y 

z^-^icmf^^ti^m^iT'-'^i^m^^^x. ^m^^h* 

fc'Vi/^^i I(csa^nfc^^-7"W: 
[0 0 4 5] ?fe(C|gl4*3j:t;«05W:. Wld.l.lt'^:/^ > 

[004 6] >^ 7 tt. 

ti. K'o^mm^mcf^^tixif^:^. z(d^>^^>^ 
7(7>^$Btt. -ftiM4 1 a tztii,cmti:^mmm4 i b 

h'immcx^y'^/i-j-^vmu4 2 ms^m) ^^Wt^m 

. >f/wAitfea5«-4 2,i:(cj:i?ffl*tiferta(c. -YV^S^e 

50 [ 0 0 4 7 1 ^: LT. 4 1 ^mi&i'^tn^-m 



u 

[0 0 48] 3t£4b\ c:(;>^lS(omH(cjBv^-ctt. fltllB^ 
m44 4W:>f >'^Jl=feSPa4 3(c^Mt^7K¥*r^tOdga 

5cj^tt4 4 I'lHlSj+'iL^i: L-C^ffii$;h.^Si^»a$l5«-4 5 
tt e> ttr 13 1? . ;i O^^VSfe:^ 3 2 3tj*»aSB# 4 5 
-/l-^^3 3a, 3 3 b(CS:t>«3fi$ix5J:9{Cl»i«$ 

[0 0 501 ^IBi^:/!?:^^ 7tc». ^<r>Mt):^ 

i^(Dm\^. 'i-^j:t>^:i(Dmm<Dj&m{ci6\^x\tmmm4 
^>^m^n4 6{cm^^titct^m^zi,—'fi o^^i. 

(005 1 1 -f-y^^^ 7{Ci^\'f^^>^m'^^0 4 6 

b-c-f ftta^M 4 3 i^(c:*5V^r-f tofSit*?*?^ 
[0 0 5 2] *filEi^:/t?>'iJ^ Trttctt, :7ci- 

:/95«4 7 f^-t^r/^JJ^i^iJ^ 7 $:«^-rS*|J|fe$i5*l-4 1 (D- 
ftij|g4 1 a ;6>fe^:/j5^I?e^Prf4 3(Cf^d^oT^ix^4x 
SSm-rS J: 5 -flijig4 1 a Sr^-^ U-C— 

[0 0 5 31 Z<DV':fUU4 7(0^tE{CX^^ ^tJlEL/c 

[0 0 5 4] 7F^«Ctt:. ia5(C^$tt 

/cJ:5(C-r >'^ti*&P4 6(C3£^|Lr^ ViJ^^aiP4 8 

^y:fm<r>y^j\^^WA4 9i^WM^f\.Xi6y)^ {.tit- 
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/\^^^tt4 9^iti^x-(>^mi^o4S{zmii^ti^xo 
[0 0 5 5] ttin^>^mmo4sx^mm^ii^-(> 

^It. i9}m4 1 aO^®{|iJi^,@*Lr-t^y^>i5^ 7 0T 

j[S$P<cgBS^tiybtfTia/Vwy 3 5 (CMS J: 5 

rv>5o -^tLT. /VW-ys S^tfl^L^fe-f Vj5^tt|ll^{CftiJ 

ffi4 1 aOS®ftySr^l*bTf5S-^:y K6|C^j^^ixS 

f-zL-^s 6<;5Sa^P5 3{c3!i;6^ixsi7(c<g^$ixr 

10 [0 0 5 6] 1^7^!$' V>:^7 0±iftaJiCtt. S4*5 

J: TJ^^ 5 {c^ ^ ttfc J; 9 ^ KrSf ^PJ 4 3 (c^iif 

^bmmme it>mi4^mi^cmfSL^tix$5K^. ::,(r>mmm 
\at. -tzf^iy^ 7(Di9}m4 1 (omm^nm-r^i^^ 

jSjId 6 2;^??g^^^^XV^So jfclo, ;i(75:^^3liiP 6 
[0 0 5 7] JtciB. El 5 ^c:^^i^Jfc^ 5 (c^fIl^1^:/:?' :^ 

iJ' 7 (OftiJStCtt/l^— 3 3a, 33b (0<flrg*ii)S: 

4 1 c^mjA-t^^itkcxox^ -^y^^^ 7(Dmmu 

It ^titc7i<i^m^ 3 2 (7>^ib$/* 3 3a. 

3 3 b toieBB6;6?, J:^?«3£^#^^J:5<c^^^^$i^rv^ 

So 

[0 0 5 81 rtUtC J: ^ . /W^^ 33a, 3 3 b 

J:S7m^^3 2(;:>^;^«S(75t^iai^^Srr^±$-^Si:#^ 
30 ^i:SCir:65-r*#5, 

[0 0 5 9] ^tcs '^y^>^7<D-mcnn^^6 7 

[00 6 0] 0 6 tt. mis. \.tcm^(otd,mmmcm«c^ 

t»iiieS(o-c?ij$r^L-cv^So ^c*3Iil6lc:jt5v^r^^. "Tt? 
. 40 l.ft^Wc^M^^Ui^^m-il^'^X^i.Xid 
U7b;5?oTSflS't-SKWI^liiSi-S, ^ifc> 0 6IC 

sii^mm^^x^^. dcoKiixK^yi scos^tti 

[0 0 6 1] |gi6«ciov>r. ^^^7 oi*ai^iJ*JtW#lS:T? 
50 et^b^^^^^m^'^^m^^mxxyf^^, ^yh-m 
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7 y i^i^^mm^^ rzti^^ayyvy *>:/i/Ji^fi-^<S: 

[ 0 0 6 2 ] 7 3 1^ y -z:->^Mm^^X-h «9 . 

[0 0 6 31 y -^^iT'ftijiJp^^ 7 3 j^simy 

^ . Cttic J: 0 I^^Jc^^T/Sgfib^^ 7 5 bT . 

1 0 0 6 4 1 ttmmmm^m 70. y^^y^ 
^um^^ 7 2 , j:t;^>5' y -^v^^rsytfii^is 7 3 j: 
^ti^'ti^ ^^m^&mn^m 7 7 {cm x^xmrnm-^^^ 

^y h'Tb^^^i^^^mwrn^"^^^ v-^i^^^m^ 

^13:7 7^c:tt«S$i^SJ:5(^^fc$i^^o 

(o-{:y^m<D^m^. y9yi^>^W)mcx^t^m^y 
nn<o^>^<Dmm^m{cm^\^^x. ^ti^tim^n^ 

[0 0 6 6] C(7DJ:5^c:LT^a®*ttfci^7^^>'^7^c 
7 9(C7^6>ttr. ;35;r>:/Kry^ «Dg) -r^J:^ 

mmm^tiX^>{>^iy^7b^b'^:f^>^{cMl.X-( 
[0 0 6 7] z<o^i^^(r>m^{cXoX^ 7 
c itiia^-/^^^-3 3 a, 3 3 btc:.j:5>'i;«waa 
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>'^?^»:«;i>>'^7 9«:. •€:(Ofmiii[*«y-fe!y H^ixS 

[0 0 6 8] Sftiai^y^^^^co^ Vi^^mS;^?^:^ 
^ 7 9 Jiij.p'-r v>^(0«fi;<7!?>'^5' 8 o(c*fLri^ 

10 &Lm^2 7\ci»ifi^tifsi^^iy^>^<o^>,^BMi\cm 
[0 0 6 91 -tLr; yir^/ h$ttsii:«i(c*5itsi^7^ 

9 8 0tt^Vi5^<Dm««cj©i::,T«^$H..-€:(o»fiiE7'- 

20 i?«ll§i?.^l^^mu#l£8 iSr^ft-UrZ-f V-i^V^fC 

Sm^ix^«trlB|B®^^2 7*e:^#i2.*tu6„ 
[0 0 7 01 ^IBi^:/:?v^^(7>-<>'^^!^m»;^7^^>^ 7 9 
-Y>-r5^ffi^^/Vw:?'2 6SrBfi#$'J^$it^fca6(c^ig 

«^Sn-CV^^„ ffB*#®8 2«:-r v^ffiJte^Vw:/2 6 
(n^^m'^bW^\c%^^^mkt^. ^LT. 
^ 7;&5{5t^^a:5^:^5tfeti(C3te$;h.fcB#(CB^t- ^tflia^- 
yi-^^3 3a, 3 3 b J: ;5ai;t?SrSltS J: 5 

30 [ 0 0 7 1 1 r m^wn^m. 8 2 tt-r >^mm^< 
i*. -^zfi^^^^ 7 i>m\tm^ >v^m{cfj:^ixtcm{c^± 

^^t^U^-/^m^3 3 a. 3 3h{CXhititJi>m^l' 

• *i>:5::t$:^i-^:y-t?-r v^*^«^#l9:8 3«cS;g^$ii: 
^Xo{cm^^tlX\f^^^ 

[0 0 7 21 •r<ct>*>. «rlsufc«B®aigsc:*5v^-cw:. 

X. •^:f^i^^{cM'r^^>^(Dmftmi^i)^h\^\^m^ 
>^m\cf^^^iv^mmn^ ^n±{cfif6\f^xmm i^x^ 

h:^mx nMir ^:ztt^ 
[00 7 31 c.(r:>x.o{c\^x/^iy^>'!^t^^'y^:^i^ 

v^jm^xh^:zttmm'^ixitm'^{c\t. 

50 {C/^>'$f>iri)U>^^> V^mxh ^Z,t t:^^/^ 
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(0 0 7 4] ^ytClC0B#, ji-(>^>^{C^\1r^><>^ 
[0 0 7 51 tc^-e. 1tfffiLife:«;S«Cj:S>^>'^V 

[0 0 7 6] KJbt^^Sr^ai't* 

[0 0 7 7] r.tv«:. |gl6lc^$ix^'t^:/^$':^iJ^(0^:/ 
7 9(^f+^M;6^ B^f:eofiS (A) $rffix. 
TV^:5d^;6>?&:KtiEi-^t><7:>-e*>»?. E^^^coM (A) S: 
iffi^-CV^TiV^ (No) i:*ij;e*tt]fe:S'&«ctt, i^T^^^' 

A5oX. ^IBHff;^ofiI (A) <S:^x.S*-e. V^-:^^ 
tiXttJ^^T^y^s 1 1 i:-xx5':/s i 2ir>/\^—'^i^^^ 

[0 0 7 81 ^i^x. ttrlB;^"7^5/7's 1 2^^:*5V^-t. 

(A) ^m^ltt^m^tiitm-t^ciri:^ ^7^:y7?^S13 

i^So ZtlYi. tftlBLfet*5i9. 2 2 a , 3 

[0 0 7 9] z.(n:^'rv'^s i 4tcJ:2>tl^a£tb^ff L 

liEt>§^*&^ixSo :mi^^6(C7r:$tufcfm^lS8 21c: 
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Vi^^O-O-rJ^M^^^J^^Tb/c (Yes) 
[0 0 8 01 ^L-r, Jfsy-y-fS 1 6 tC^dV^Ti^:/!?' :^ 

ff^ix. wixtc:j^<;^xy:/s 1 7(cioV^t:. ^i^^:^ 
-'V^)y'y<r>-<i^'^m^:^'>'y^ ^Ofi^hiil^ (A) 

10 [0 0 8 11 i^T^^?' ^^^(c^LT^f :/:5^$r 

M*^l-fcllH]^o>f>'i5^g;6?^il^^i^. ^(r>nn^^^ 

[0 0 8 21 ttl^S,:^T^yzfs i 4lc:*5V^r. i^:/ 
tJr^^^^co^v-^ffil&^J^T^ (No) (c. Ud=^t>;^ 
T^-zT's 1 8 icio^^^XWr^m^Wf^i^i^fct^im^^ixti 

^r-C. :^y'iy:fs 1 9[ziiS}f^X^:f^> 
[0 0 8 31 i^v^r. ;^7'5^:/s 2 otcisv^r;;?;— h y 

y >?0^ >- ^ ^ > 8 0 ttE^:^MWTT-fe ^5 i)^^ 

y c?<o-r 8 0 d5E^;effllJJlT<^i^ b■cv^ 

/^v^>l^^ (N o (D)l^«i)-., m^tuJ^. h y :y v^^P^ 

ir^^e-rdikdtr'*. i<oa#(c«*^^ia:8 3«c:ai7 
[0 0 8 41 *fc. ^lB;^7":x:7"s 2 otc:4Bv^r;^— h 
(Yes) .hWS^iXi/ha^tctt. -0-^5^;^- h y yv;^ 
tu, CC75^^icj^^^^|8:8 3«c:-:i' i^^jiv KST^-TS 
T^S 2 0{c:J:^«;e¥l9:$:«x.^Ci:(c:J:i9. 

[008 5] Ji^±K0.^ L±^m(Dj^m{c^yr^x\^. ^ > 

V^)y'^t \^X<0j^^>^i^^^mf3t.'t^^—-^(0-U 

\cmm:Litfd.mm^2 7ii^C:>n^i^^\^. :z<r>mm^b-^ 
zf^>^<o^i^^m^Si^^n^'\tx. ^m^i^^:^- 
V y ;yi^o-< ly^mmmnt i^xmrni-^x 5 *c urv^ 

50 3\c^l.tcX ^ {^-< h V y i^{hii,c^W:^ti1t1[k 
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* NOTICES * 

Japan Patent OfELce is not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1. This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may 

not reflect the original precisely. 

2 **** shows the word which can not be translated. 

3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim l] The recording head by which is carried in carriage and both-way 
movement is carried out crosswise [ of a record form ] The sub tank which 
supplies ink to the aforementioned recording head while being carried in 
carriage with the aforementioned recording head and receiving supply of ink 
from an ink cartridge through an ink supply route It is the ink- jet formula 
recording device equipped with the above, and is characterized by providing 
the ink and the judgment means of judging with an ink cartridge being in 
ink and a state. 

[Claim 2] The ink-jet formula recording device according to claim 1 
characterized by providing the following An ink consumption operation 
means to calculate the ink consumption stored in the aforementioned sub 
tank The ink supply bulb by which valve-opening control is carried out that 
ink should be supplied from an ink cartridge to a sub tank when the 
consumption of the ink calculated by the aforementioned ink consumption 
operation means reaches a predetermined value The amount detection 
means of ink which carries out valve-closing control of the aforementioned 
ink supply bulb based on a detection output when it is detected that ink was 
supplied by valve opening of the aforementioned ink supply bulb to the 
predetermined amount in the sub tank the time check which starts a time 
check from the time of valve opening of the aforementioned ink supply bulb •- 
a means and the above - a time check - the ink judged as an ink cartridge 
being in ink and a state when the detection output by the aforementioned 
amount detection means of ink is not obtained, although the means clocked 
the time set beforehand, and a judgment means 



1/25 



Japanese Publication number : 2001-232806 

[Claim 3] The ink-jet formula recording device according to claim 1 or 2 
constituted so that the judgment result by the aforementioned ink and the 
judgment means might be adopted, when an ink residue detection means to 
detect that the amount of ink stored by the aforementioned ink cartridge 
became below the predetermined value detected that provided further and 
the detection value by the aforementioned ink residue detection means 
became below the predetermined value, 

[Claim 4] An ink consumption operation means to calculate the ink 
consumption stored in the aforementioned sub tank, or the ink residue 
detection means of an ink cartridge The number of**** of the ink drop from 
a recording head based on printing data at least, For every operation of 
cleaning operation of carrying out suction discharge of the ink, from the 
number of **** of the ink drop from the recording head by Flushing 
operation, and a recording head The ink-jet formula recording device 
according to claim 2 or 3 made as [ calculate / ink consumption or an ink 
residue / multiply by the coefficient, respectively and ]. 
[Claim 5] The ink residue detection means of the aforementioned ink 
cartridge is the ink-jet formula recording device according to claim 3 
constituted so that a detection means to detect reduction of the amount of 
ink physically might be used. 

[Claim 6] the float member to which an amount detection means of ink detect 
that ink was supplied to the predetermined amount in the aforementioned 
sub tank surfaces in the ink which was held in the sub tank and supplied to 
the sub tank, and float - the ink-jet formula recording device according to 
claim 2 to 5 which an output generating means generate an electric output 
according to the surfacing position of a member comes to constitute 
[Claim 7] The ink-jet formula recording device according to claim 1 to 7 by 
which the ink supply route which results in a sub tank is constituted from an 
aforementioned ink cartridge with the flexible ink supply tube. 
[Claim 8] While the ink pack which the outline was formed in the airtight 
state and formed of the flexible material which enclosed ink with the interior 
is contained, the aforementioned ink cartridge In the space formed in the 
outline composition member and ink pack of an ink cartridge The ink-jet 
formula recording device according to claim 1 to 7 constituted so that the 
pneumatic pressure generated by the air booster pump might be impressed 
and ink might be supplied from an ink cartridge to a sub tank by operation of 
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pneumatic pressure. 

[Claim 9] The ink-jet formula recording device according to claim 8 which the 
pneumatic pressure by which a recording device is loaded with two or more 
ink cartridges which enclose each ink breathed out from the aforementioned 
recording head, respectively removable, and they are generated by one air 
booster pump constituted so that it might be impressed to each ink cartridge, 
respectively. 

[Claim 10] While being carried in carriage, being carried crosswise [ of a 
record form ] at carriage with the recording head by which both-way 
movement is carried out, and the aforementioned recording head and 
receiving supply of ink from an ink cartridge through an ink supply route It 
is the ink and the judgment method of an ink cartridge which are used for 
the ink-jet formula recording device which equipped the aforementioned 
recording head with the sub tank which supplies ink. The ink supply step 
which calculates the ink consumption stored in the aforementioned sub tank, 
and supplies ink from an ink cartridge to a sub tank based on the result of an 
operation, When ink is supplied by execution of the aforementioned ink 
supply step to a predetermined amount in a sub tank, from an ink cartridge, 
the supply halt step which stops the supply of ink to a sub tank goes round, 
and is performed. While the aforementioned ink supply step and a supply 
halt step go round and are performed A step is performed, the time check 
which verifies whether it results between predetermined times from the 
start of the aforementioned ink supply step at a supply halt step " the above 
" a time check - the ink of an ink cartridge used for the ink- jet formula 
recording device made as [judge / when not resulting after predetermined 
time progress in a step at the aforementioned supply halt step / with an ink 
cartridge being in ink and a state ], and the judgment method 
[Claim 11] the above - a time check the ink of an ink cartridge used for the 
ink-jet formula recording device according to claim 10 made as [ judge / with 
the aforementioned ink cartridge being in ink and a state, when it is checked 
that it is the case where it does not result after predetermined time progress 
at the aforementioned supply halt step, in a step, and the amount of ink 
further stored by the aforementioned ink cartridge is below a predetermined 
value ], and the judgment method 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The technical field to which invention belongs] this invention relates to the 
ink and the judgment method of an ink cartridge which are used for the 
ink"jet formiila recording device which can grasp correctly the ink and the 
state of an ink cartridge of supplying ink to especially the aforementioned 
sub tank, and this equipment about the ink-jet formula recording device by 
which the sub tank for supplying ink was carried in the recording head on 
the carriage with which the recording head was carried. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] For example, in the ink-jet formula recording 
device with which for office or business use is provided, in order to make it 
correspond to comparatively a lot of printing, it will be necessary to arrange 
a mass ink cartridge, and the recording device of form which makes the 
wearing equipment (cartridge electrode holder) arranged for example, at the 
main part side of equipment load with the ink cartridge of each color for this 
reason is offered. 

[0003] And a sub tank is arranged on the carriage with which the recording 
head was carried, and ink is supplied from each aforementioned ink 
cartridge through an ink supply tube to each sub tank, respectively, and it is 
constituted so that ink may be further supplied firom each sub tank to a 
recording head, respectively. 

[0004] In the ink cartridge used for the recording device of such composition, 
it is in the state with which the cartridge electrode holder was loaded, and 
the ink and the detection means of verifying whether each ink cartridge 
being in the state of an ink end possess. 

[0005] As indicated by JP,3-7530,A, the flexible ink pack with which ink was 
enclosed is contained in the case of an ink cartridge, and this ink and the 
detection means are constituted so that ink and a detection lever may detect 
the contraction state of an ink pack based on consumption of ink. And it is 
constituted so that operation of the switch the movement of this lever 
switches on or switches off can detect ink and a state electrically. Moreover, 
the amount used is computed by carrying out counting of the **** of an ink 
drop, and the method of performing ink and a judgment is also proposed. 



4/25 



Japanese Publication number : 2001-232806 



[0006] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] By the way, in the ink and the 
detection means of composition like the former, since it is what detects the 
contraction state of a flexible ink pack with the combination of ink and a 
detection lever, and a switch, dispersion occurs separately on the form of a 
detection lever, or the contact arrangement of a switch, therefore it has the 
technical technical problem that ink and the detection point are changed 
sharply. 

[0007] Moreover, it has the technical problem that ink and the ink residue at 
the time vary, by weight dispersion of an ink drop, capacity dispersion in an 
ink cartridge, etc. also by the method by counting of an ink drop like the 
latter. 

[0008] Therefore, in the state where the residue of the ink of an ink cartridge 
is somewhat left behind in consideration of said dispersion, it is constituted 
so that it may dare take out the sign of an ink end. Therefore, where 
considerable ink is left behind in an ink pack, cartridge exchange is made in 
many cases, and it has the problem that the burden of a running cost, 
processing of the remains ink in the ink cartridge discarded, etc. occurs for 
this reason. 

[0009] this invention is made paying attention to a trouble which was 
described above, and aims at offering the ink and the judgment method of an 
ink cartridge which are used for the ink-jet formula recording device which 
can grasp the ink and the state of an ink cartridge to accuracy more, and this 
equipment. 
[0010] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The ink-jet formula recording device 
concerning this invention made in order to attain said purpose While being 
carried in carriage, being carried crosswise [ of a record form ] at carriage 
with the recording head by which both-way movement is carried out, and the 
aforementioned recording head and receiving supply of ink from an ink 
cartridge through an ink supply route It is the ink-jet formula recording 
device which equipped the aforementioned recording head with the sub tank 
which supplies ink. Even if the supply time of the ink to a sub tank passes 
predetermined time since the aforementioned ink cartridge, when the 
amount of supply of the ink to a sub tank is inadequate, the ink and the 
judgment means of judging with an ink cartridge being in ink and a state 



5/25 



Japanese Publication number : 2001-232806 



possess. 

[00 ll] In this case, an ink consumption operation means to calculate the ink 
consumption stored in the aforementioned sub tank in the form of desirable 
operation, The ink supply bulb by which valve -opening control is carried out 
that ink should be supplied from an ink cartridge to a sub tank when the 
consumption of the ink calculated by the aforementioned ink consumption 
operation means reaches a predetermined value, The amount detection 
means of ink which carries out valve -closing control of the aforementioned 
ink supply bulb based on a detection output when it is detected that ink was 
supplied by valve opening of the aforementioned ink supply bulb to the 
predetermined amount in the sub tank, the time check which starts a time 
check from the time of valve opening of the aforementioned ink supply bulb 
a means and the above a time check, when the detection output by the 
aforementioned amount detection means of ink is not obtained, although the 
means clocked the time set beforehand The ink and the judgment means of 
judging with an ink cartridge being in ink and a state possess. 
[0012] Moreover, in the ink-jet formula recording device concerning this 
invention, an ink residue detection means detect that the amount of ink 
stored by the aforementioned ink cartridge became below the predetermined 
value possesses further, and when it is detected that the detection value by 
the aforementioned ink residue detection means became below the 
predetermined value, it is constituted so that the judgment result by the 
aforementioned ink and the judgment means may be adopted. 
[0013] In this case, an ink consumption operation means to calculate the ink 
consumption stored in the sub tank, or the ink residue detection means of an 
ink cartridge is made as [ calculate / ink consumption or an ink residue / 
multiply / from the number of regurgitation of the ink drop from a recording 
head based on printing data, the number of regurgitation of the ink drop 
from the recording head by Flushing operation, and a recording head / by the 
coefficient preferably, respectively for every operation of cleaning operation 
of carrying out suction eccrisis of the ink, and ] Moreover, the ink residue 
detection means of the aforementioned ink cartridge may be constituted so 
that a detection means to detect reduction of the amount of ink physically 
may be used. 

[0014] moreover, the float member which surfaces in the ink which an 
amount detection means of ink to detect that ink was supplied to the 
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predetermined amount in the aforementioned sub tank was preferably held 
in the sub tank, and was suppUed to the sub tank and float it is constituted 
by output generating means to generate an electric output according to the 
surfacing position of a member 

[0015] And in the form of desirable operation of the ink-jet formula recording 
device concerning this invention, the ink supply route which results in a sub 
tank is constituted from the aforementioned ink cartridge by the flexible ink 
supply tube. And the outline is formed in an airtight state, the pneumatic 
pressure generated by the air booster pump is impressed in the space formed 
in the outline composition member and ink pack of an ink cartridge while the 
ink pack formed of the flexible material which enclosed ink with the interior 
is contained, and the aforementioned ink cartridge is constituted so that ink 
may be supplied from an ink cartridge to a sub tank by operation of 
pneumatic pressure. 

[0016] Furthermore, a recording device is loaded with two or more ink 
cartridges which enclose each ink preferably breathed out from the 
aforementioned recording head, respectively removable, and the pneumatic 
pressure generated by one air booster pump is constituted so that it may be 
impressed to each ink cartridge, respectively- 

[0017] Moreover, the ink and the judgment method of an ink cartridge which 
are used for the ink-jet formula recording device concerning this invention 
While being carried in carriage, being carried crosswise [ of a record form ] at 
carriage with the recording head by which both-way movement is carried out, 
and the aforementioned recording head and receiving supply of ink from an 
ink cartridge through an ink supply route It is the ink and the judgment 
method of an ink cartridge which are used for the ink-jet formula recording 
device which equipped the aforementioned recording head with the sub tank 
which supplies ink. The ink supply step which calculates the ink 
consumption stored in the aforementioned sub tank, and supplies ink from 
an ink cartridge to a sub tank based on the result of an operation, When ink 
is supplied by execution of the aforementioned ink supply step to a 
predetermined amount in a sub tank, from an ink cartridge, the supply halt 
step which stops the supply of ink to a sub tank goes round, and is performed. 
While the aforementioned ink supply step and a supply halt step go round 
and are performed A step is performed, the time check which verifies 
whether it results between predetermined times from the start of the 
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aforementioned ink supply step at a supply halt step " the above - a time 
check - when not resulting after predetermined time progress in a step at 
the aforementioned supply halt step, it is made as [ judge / with an ink 
cartridge being in ink and a state ] 

[0018] in this case, the time check preferably described above ■- it is the case 
where it does not result after predetermined time progress in a step at the 
aforementioned supply halt step, and when it is checked that the amount of 
ink further stored by the aforementioned ink cartridge is below a 
predetermined value, it is made as [ judge / with an ink cartridge being in 
ink and a state ] 

[0019] If the amount of ink reservoirs in a sub tank decreases, for example by 
execution of printing according to the ink-jet formula recording device which 
adopted the ink and the judgment method of the above ink cartridges, ink 
will be supplied to the sub tank by which valve -opening control was carried 
out and the ink supply bulb was carried in carriage through the ink supply 
route from the ink cartridge. And when it is detected that ink was supplied 
to the amount predetermined in the amount detection means of ink in a sub 
tank, valve-closing control of the aforementioned ink supply bulb is carried 
out, and thereby, a recording device can perform printing continuously. 
[0020] And a time check is started from the time of valve opening of said ink 
supply bulb, and when it cannot be detected that ink was supplied after 
predetermined time progress to the amount predetermined in the amount 
detection means of ink in a sub tank, it is made as [ judge / with an ink 
cartridge being in ink and a state ]. 

[0021] That is, it clocks from the time of valve opening of an ink supply bulb 
in this way, and even if it passes the predetermined time when a sub tank 
should naturally become full, when the amount detection means of ink in a 
sub tank cannot detect the state concerned, it is made as [ presume / that an 
ink cartridge is in ink and a state ]. Therefore, it can use up to the state 
where the ink in an ink cartridge becomes that there is almost nothing, by 
adopting ink and a detection means which were described above. 
[0022] In addition, an ink residue detection means to detect that the amount 
of ink stored by the ink cartridge as described above became below the 
predetermined value is arranged. And as it is the case where it detects and 
described above further that this ink residue detection means was close to an 
ink end, when it cannot be detected that ink was supplied after 
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predetermined time progress to the amount predetermined in the amount 
detection means of ink in a sub tank, it is made as [ judge / with an ink 
cartridge being in ink and a state ]. Thus, it is avoidable to detect the ink and 
the state of a cartridge accidentally according to the obstacle of for example, 
an ink supply system etc. with constituting. 
[0023] 

[Embodiments of the Invention] The ink-jet formula recording device which 
adopted the ink and the judgment method of an ink cartridge concerning this 
invention hereafter is explained based on the form of desirable operation 
shown in drawing. Drawing 1 shows the whole ink-jet formula recording 
device composition by the plan, the timing belt 3 which a sign 1 is carriage in 
drawing 1 , and drives this carriage 1 by the carriage motor 2 - minding - a 
scanning guide - a member 4 is guided *- having an ejection it is 
constituted so that both-way movement may be carried out at the main 
scanning direction which is the longitudinal direction of a member 5, i.e., the 
cross direction of a record form and although not shown in drawing 1 the 
ejection of carriage 1 - the ink-jet formula recording head 6 mentioned later 
is carried in the field which counters a member 5 

[0024] Moreover, the sub tanks 7a- 7d for supplying ink are carried in the 
aforementioned recording head at carriage 1. In the gestalt of this operation, 
in order to store each ink temporarily in the interior, corresponding to each 
ink (for example, black ink, yellow, cyanogen, each color ink of a Magenta), 
four of these sub tanks 7a- 7d are provided. 

[0025] And it is constituted so that black ink and each color ink may be 
suppUed to these sub tanks 7a- 7d respectively through the flexible ink 
supply tubes 10 and 10 and .... which constitute an ink supply route from the 
ink cartridges (this is also hereafter called main tank) 9a-9d with which the 
cartridge electrode holder 8 arranged at the edge of equipment was loaded. 
[0026] the cap formed in the non-printing area on the moving trucking of the 
aforementioned carriage 1 (home POJON) on the other hand of elastic 
materials, such as rubber which the capping means 11 which can close the 
nozzle forming face of a recording head is arranged, sticks to the upper 
surface of this capping means 11 further at the nozzle forming face of the 
aforementioned recording head, and can be closed, a member 11a is 
arranged and the time of carriage 1 moving to home POJON the 
aforementioned cap - a member - it is constituted by 11a so that the nozzle 
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forming face of a recording head can be closed 

[0027] this cap - a member ■■ 11a closes the nozzle forming face of a 
recording head in the idle period of a recording device, and functions as a Ud 
which prevents dryness of nozzle opening moreover, this cap - the end of the 
tube in the suction pump (tube pump) mentioned later is connected to 
member 11a, and the negative pressure by the suction pump is made to act 
on a recording head, and it is constituted so that cleaning operation which 
carries out suction eccrisis of the ink from a recording head may be 
performed 

[0028] and wiping which formed elastic materials, such as rubber, in the 
printing area side which adjoined the capping means 11 in the shape of a 
strip of paper the member 12 is arranged, and it is constituted so that the 
nozzle forming face of a recording head can be wiped away and cleaned if 
needed 

[0029] Next, drawing 2 shows typically the ink supply structure of a system 
carried in the recording device shown in drawing 1 , and explains it with 
drawing 1 shown with the same sign about this ink supply system. The air 
which the sign 21 shows the air booster pump and was pressurized by this 
air booster pump 21 in drawing 1 and drawing 2 Each main tanks 9a-9d (it 
may represent in drawing 2 , and it is shown as a sign 9, it may represent 
below, and may only explain as a sign 9) which the pressure regulating valve 
22 was supplied and were further described above through the pressure 
sensor 23 It is constituted so that it may be supplied, respectively. 
[0030] In this case, an airstream way branches from the aforementioned 
pressure sensor 23 to each main tank 9, and to each main tank in the state 
where the cartridge electrode holder 8 was loaded, it is constitutiBd so that 
pressurization air may be impressed, respectively. 

[0031] The aforementioned pressure regulating valve 22 has the function 
which the pneumatic pressure which opens a pressure wide and joins each 
main tanks 9a-9d can maintain in the predetermined range, when the 
pneumatic pressure pressurized by the air booster pump 21 reaches too 
much state according to a certain obstacle. 

[0032] Furthermore, the aforementioned pressure sensor 23 detects the 
pneumatic pressure pressurized by the air booster pump 21, and functions as 
controlUng the drive of the air booster pump 21. namely, when the 
pneumatic pressure pressurized by the air booster pump 21 detects having 



10/25 



Japanese Pablication number : 2001-232806 



reached the predetermined pressure Whilie stopping the drive of the air 
booster pump 21, when having become below the pressure as which 
pneumatic pressure was determined by the pressure sensor 23 is detected It 
controls to make the air booster pump 21 drive, and the pneumatic pressure 
which joins each main tanks 9a-9d described above by this repeat functions 
as being maintained by the predetermined range. 
[0033] As the outline composition was shown in drawing 2 , as for the 
aforementioned main tank 9, the ink pack 24 which the case which 
constitutes the outline is formed in the airtight state, and was formed in the 
interior of the flexible material which enclosed ink is contained. And the 
space formed in the main tank 9 and the ink pack 24 constitutes the pressure 
room 25, and it is constituted so that the pressurization air which minded 
the pressure sensor 23 in this pressure room 25 may be supplied. 
[0034] By this composition, each ink pack 24 contained by each main tanks 
9a-9d receives pressurization with pressurization air, respectively, and is 
made as [ generate / the ink style by the predetermined pressure / to each 
sub tanks 7a- 7d / from each main tanks 9a-9d ]. 

[0035] In addition, as shown in the aforementioned main tank 9 as an ink 
cartridge also at drawing 3 , the record element 27 which can record the 
information about the main tank 9 on a part of the case is arranged, and the 
data about the ink residue in the main tank concerned are written in this 
record element 27 so that it may mention later. And as shown in drawing 2 , 
the terminal 28 for writing in or reading and carrying out information to this 
record element 27, is arranged at some main tanks 9, and when a recording 
device is loaded with the main tank 9, it is constituted so that it may connect 
electrically a recording device side and transfer of the information about the 
ink residue of a main tank may be made. 

[0036] Moreover, the pilot switch 29 which constitutes an ink residue 
detection means to detect that the amount of ink stored by the main tank 9 
as shown also in drawing 3 became below the predetermined value may be 
made to provide in the aforementioned main tank 9. and the whole surface of 
said ink pack 24 is stuck on the inside of the case which constitutes the main 
tank 9 for example, by double -sided adhesion sheet 24a - having **** 
moreover, the ink pack 24 ■■ on the other hand " being alike operation 
board 24b is stuck similarly It acts so that a part of aforementioned 
operation board 24b may make the aforementioned pilot switch 29 an ON 
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state with contraction of the ink pack 24 by this composition, when the 
amount of the ink enclosed with the ink pack 24 decreases. 
[0037] As shown in drawing 2 , the terminal 30 with which the on-off 
information on the aforementioned switch 29 is drawn is arranged at some 
main tanks 9, and when a recording device is loaded with the main tank 9, it 
is constituted so that it can connect electrically a recording device side. 
[0038] On the other hand, the ink pressurized in each aforementioned main 
tanks 9a-9d .... and each ink supply tubes 10 and 10, and .. are minded, 
respectively, respectively - each ink supply bulbs 26 and 26 ■■ Each sub 
tanks 7a-7d (it may represent in drawing 2 , and it is shown as a sign 7, it 
may represent below, and may only explain as a sign 7) carried in carriage 1 
It is constituted so that it may be supplied. 

[0039] although the detailed explanation about the composition of the sub 
tank 7 shown in drawing 2 is mentioned later the basic composition the 
interior -* float a member 31 arranges " having - **** the float the 
permanent magnet 32 is attached in a part of member 31 And a substrate 34 
is equipped with the galvanomagnetic devices 33a and 33b represented by 
the hall device, and the splice is carried out to the side attachment wall of 
the sub tank 7. 

[0040] this composition ■■ float ■■ the permanent magnet 32 arranged at the 
member 31, and float " according to the amount of line of magnetic force by 
the aforementioned permanent magnet 32 according to the surfacing 
position of a member, an output generating means by which electrical output 
is generated by the aforementioned hall devices 33a and 33b constitutes " 
having **** the aforementioned float - the amount detection meanses of 
ink in a sub tank including a member 31 are constituted 
[0041] In the form of this operation, as for said amount detection means of 
ink, ink is supplied from each main tank 9 to each sub tank 7. It is used so 
that the state where the amount of ink in a sub tank reached a 
predetermined capacity (almost full state) may be detected, and it is 
constituted so that the aforementioned ink supply bulb 26 may be closed 
based on the electrical output of the hall devices 33a and 33b described above 
in this case. 

[0042] On the other hand, in the form of this operation, it has an ink 
consumption operation means to calculate the ink consumption in a sub tank 
so that it may mention later, and when judged with the ink consumption in a 
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sub tank having progressed by this operation means, it is constituted so that 
valve-opening control of the aforementioned ink supply bulb 26 may be 
carried out. Thereby, the ink currently pressurized within the main tank 9 is 
individually sent out in each sub tank 7 by which consumption of ink 
progressed. 

[0043] And based on the output from the amount detection means of ink 
containing a float member, the aforementioned ink supply bulb 26 is closed 
as it described above, when the amount of ink in the sub tank 7 concerned 
reached a predetermined capacity. It acts so that ink may be intermittently 
supplied from a main tank to a sub tank by such repeat, and it is made as 
[ store / the ink of the fixed range / always / by each sub tank ]. 
[0044] Moreover, as shown in drawing 2 , it consists of each sub tank 7 so 
that ink may be supplied to a recording head 6 through the tube 36 
connected to a bulb 35 and this, and based on the print data supplied to the 
actuator which a recording head 6 does not illustrate, from nozzle opening 6a 
formed in the nozzle forming face of a recording head 6, it acts so that an ink 
drop may be breathed out. In addition, in drawing 2 , the sign 11 shows said 
capping means and the tube connected to this capping means 11 is connected 
to the suction pump (tube pump) mentioned later. 

[0045] Next, drawing 4 and drawing 5 show the gestalt of operation of said 
sub tank, drawing 4 omits the composition of some sub tanks, and the **** 
perspective diagram shows this from the whole surface, and **** perspective 
drawing shows drawing 5 from said. In addition, in drawing 4 and drawing 5 , 
the portion equivalent to already explained each part is shown by the same 
sign. 

[0046] The sub tank 7 is mostly formed in the shape of a rectangular 
parallelepiped, and the whole is made by the shape of flat, box-like [ by 
which circumferential side -attachment- wall 41b with which the outline of 
this sub tank 7 is connected in unilateral wall 41a and this was formed in 
one ] -- a member 41 constitutes -- having -- **** box-like [ this ] -- in the 
opening periphery of a member 41 for example, the film-like member 42 
(refer to drawing 5 ) by the transparent resin material attaches in an 
adhesion state by the heat welding means -- having -- box-Uke the ink 
reservoir space 43 is formed in the interior surrounded by the member 41 
and the film-like member 42 

[0047] and box-like " the support shaft 44 which projects toward the ink 
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reservoir space 43 from aforementioned unilateral wall 41a which 
constitutes a member 41 - box-like - it forms in a member 41 and one - 
having " **** float - by setting this support shaft 44 as a rotation center, 
the member 31 is arranged so that it can carry out movable in the gravity 
direction in the ink reservoir space 43 

[0048] in addition, in the form of this operation, the aforementioned support 
shaft 44 is arranged near [ horizontal ] the edge in the ink reservoir space 43 
- having " **** the aforementioned float the member 31 is formed in 
movable free one end of the support arm material 45 by which movable is 
carried out as a rotation center in the aforementioned support shaft 44 at one 
[0049] As shown in drawing 5 , said permanent magnet 32 is attached in free 
one end of the aforementioned support arm material 45. and this permanent 
magnet 32 When it changes the support arm material 45 into a level state 
mostly, it is constituted so that it may be located near [ horizontal ] the other 
end in the ink reservoir space 43, namely, so that it may be most approached 
by the hall devices 33a and 33b with which the substrate 34 by which the 
splice was carried out to the side attachment wall of the sub tank 7 was 
equipped. 

[0050] On the other hand, the opening 46 of the ink is formed in the bottom 
of circumferential side -attachment- wall 41b in the low section of the gravity 
direction, i.e., the form of this operation, and through the aforementioned 
tube 10 connected to this opening 46 of the ink, main tanks 9 are consisted of 
by the aforementioned sub tank 7 so that ink may be supplied in the ink 
reservoir space 43. 

[0051] By forming the opening 46 of the ink in the sub tank 7 in the low 
section of the gravity direction as it described above, the ink from a main 
tank is considered so that it may be supplied from the bottom of the ink 
reservoir space 43, therefore foaming of ink may not occur in the ink 
reservoir space 43 on the occasion of supply of ink. 

[0052] furthermore -* the inside of the aforementioned sub tank 7 *■ float 
the rib of two or more articles which makes the portion which avoided the 
move field of a member 31 and the support arm material 45 reduce the 
generating grade of flapping of the ink in a sub tank with movement of 
carriage - the member 47 is arranged in addition, the form of this operation 
" setting ■- each rib -• box-like [ from which a member 47 constitutes the sub 
tank 7 ] it is fabricated by one by using unilateral wall 41a as the base so 
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that it may project toward the ink reservoir space 43, respectively from 
unilateral wall 41a of a member 41 

[0053] this rib " by existence of a member 47, the generating grade of 
flapping of the ink in a sub tank can be reduced as described above, and 
thereby, the detection precision of the amount of reservoirs of the ink in the 
sub tank 7 by the hall device can be raised 

[0054] Moreover, in the sub tank 7, as shown in drawing 5 , the opening 46 of 
the ink is approached and the ink derivation mouth 48 is formed, and this 
ink derivation mouth 48 ■■ a wrap " the filter for foreign matter traps which 
forms a pentagon (the shape of the home base) like " the ink which the 
member 49 is arranged, therefore was stored in the sub tank 7 " this filter 
it is made as [ lead / through a member 49 / to the ink derivation mouth 48 ] 
[0055] The ink drawn from the aforementioned ink derivation mouth 48 is 
constituted so that it may result in the aforementioned bulb 35 arranged via 
the rear-face side of side-attachment"wall 41a at the lower base section of the 
sub tank 7. And the ink through the bulb 35 is constituted so that it may be 
led to the end connection 53 of the tube 36 similarly connected to a recording 
head 6 via the rear-face side of side-attachment-wall 41a. 
[0056] On the other hand, as shown in drawing 4 and drawing 5 , the flow 
slot 61 through which it flows to the ink reservoir space 43 is formed in the 
incUnation state, and the air firee passage mouth 62 penetrated at the rear 
face of side-attachment-wall 41a of the sub tank 7 is formed in the 
upper-limit section of this flow slot 61, i.e., Takabe of the gravity direction of 
the sub tank 7, at the Johan section of the sub tank 7. In addition, in the rear 
face, this air free passage mouth 62 is blockaded with the water-repellent 
film which prevents passage of ink while it passes the atmosphere. 
[0057] In addition, by forming in the side attachment wall of the 
aforementioned sub tank 7 crevice 41c which positions hall devices 33a and 
33b, as shown in drawing 5 , and forming crevice 41c for this positioning the 
side-attachment-wall section of the sub tank 7 is taken more as a light-gage 
state having -- the aforementioned float the distance of move tracing of 
the permanent magnet 32 attached in the member 31 and hall devices 33a 
and 33b is constituted so that it can approach more 
[0058] float corresponding to the amount of ink in the sub tank 7 while 
raising the detection sensitivity of the line of magnetic force of the 
permanent magnet 32 by hall devices 33a and 33b by this " the amount 



15/25 



Japanese Publication number : 2001-232806 



detection precision of ink by movement in the gravity direction of a member 
31 can also be raised 

[0059] Moreover, the through hole 67 is formed in some sub tanks 7. 
Therefore, by using one support shaft (not shown) which penetrates the 
through hole 67 of each sub tank 7, each sub tank can be arranged in the 
parallel state, and it is made as [ constitute / a sub tank unit / by this ]. 
[0060] Drawing 6 is carried in the recording device of composition of having 
described above, and shows an example of the control circuit which 
constitutes the ink and the judgment means of a cartridge. In addition, in 
drawing 6 , the explanation which shows the portion equivalent to already 
explained each part with the same sign, therefore overlaps is omitted. 
Moreover, as shown in drawing 6 , said suction pump 15 is connected to the 
capping means 6, and the discharge side of this suction pump 15 is connected 
to the waste fluid tank 16. 

[0061] In drawing 6 , signs 70 are printing control means, these printing 
control means 70 generated bit map data based on the print data from a host 
computer, and generated the driving signal by the head driving means 71 
based on this data, and are equipped with the function to make ink breathe 
out, from the recording head 6 carried in carriage 1. The head driving means 
71 are constituted so that the driving signal for the Flushing operation other 
than the driving signal based on print data may be outputted to a recording 
head 6 in response to the Flushing command signal from the Flushing 
control means 72. 

[0062] Signs 73 are cleaning control means, and these cleaning control 
means 73 controlled the pump driving means 75 in response to the control 
signal from the cleaning instruction detection means 74, and they are 
equipped with the function to make a suction pump 15 drive. And by 
operating the cleaning instruction switch 76 arranged at the control panel of 
a recording device etc., the aforementioned cleaning instruction detection 
means 74 operates, and it is constituted so that cleaning operation by the 
manual may be performed. 

[0063] Moreover, the cleaning control means 73 are constituted so that a 
control signal may be received from the printing control means 70, they 
controlled the pump driving means 75 similarly by this, and are equipped 
with the cleaning operation function to make a suction pump 15 drive. 
[0064] On the other hand, it is constituted so that a control signal may be 
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supplied to the ink consumption operation means 77, respectively from the 
aforementioned printing control means 70, the Flushing control means 72, 
and the cleaning control means 73. This ink consumption operation means 
77 has the function to calculate the ink consumption stored in the sub tank 7. 
The number of **** of the ink drop from the recording head made by the 
printing control means 70 based on print data. The number of **** of the ink 
drop from the recording head by Flushing operation made from the Flushing 
control means 72, Moreover, whenever cleaning operation of carrying out 
suction discharge of the ink from the recording head made by the cleaning 
control means 73 is performed, it is made as [ supply / each data / to the ink 
consumption operation means 77 ]. 

[0065] And based on discharge processing of the number of**** of the ink 
drop from the recording head by execution of printing, the number of **** of 
the ink drop from the recording head by Flushing operation, and the ink for 
every execution of cleaning operation, an ink consumption operation means 
77 by which these data were received accesses the coefficient setting means 
78, respectively, and calculates the consumption of the ink in the sub tank 7 
by carrying out the multipUcation of the coefficient corresponding to each. 
[0066] Thus, the consumption of the ink in the calculated sub tank 7 is sent 
to the ink consumption counter 79 of a sub tank, and it acts so that it may 
count up (addition). And when the count-up value concerned reaches a 
predetermined numeric value, it is in the state which the amount of ink in 
the sub tank 7 reduced, therefore it acts so that valve-opening control of the 
ink supply bulb 26 may be carried out and ink may be supplied from a main 
tank to a sub tank. 

[0067] Valve-closing control of the ink supply bulb 26 is carried out as it 
described above, when it was detected by the electrical output by the 
aforementioned hall devices 33a and 33b that the ink capacity in the sub 
tank 7 became a predetermined value (almost full state) by supply of this ink, 
and the ink consumption counter 79 of a sub tank is made as [ reset / the 
enumerated data ] simultaneously with this. 

[0068] On the other hand, it is constituted so that the information on the ink 
consumption in a sub tank may be transmitted from the ink consumption 
counter 79 of the aforementioned sub tank to the residue counter 80 of a 
main tank. Moreover, the data about the ink residue of the main tank stored 
in the aforementioned record element 27 carried in the main tank with 
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which it was loaded are beforehand set to the residue counter 80 of a main 
tank through the write-in read-out means 81. 

[0069] And the enumerated data by the ink consumption counter 79 of a sub 
tank just before being reset is sent to the residue counter 80 of the 
aforementioned main tank, and it consists of enumerated datas which show 
the ink residue of a main tank so that the enumerated data by the ink 
consumption counter 79 of a sub tank may be subtracted. Thereby, the 
residue counter 80 of a main tank is subtracted according to consumption of 
ink, and the numeric data is written in the aforementioned record element 
27 carried in the main tank through the write-in read-out means 81. 
[0070] the control signal sent out from the ink consumption counter 79 of the 
aforementioned sub tank in order to carry out valve-opening control of the 
ink supply bulb 26 a time check it is constituted so that a means 82 may 
be supplied a time check a means 82 starts valve -opening operation, 
simultaneously a time check of the ink supply bulb 26 And it is constituted so 
that the output by the aforementioned hall devices 33a and 33b generated 
when it changes the sub tank 7 into a full state mostly may be undergone. 
[0071] here " the above -- a time check -- a means 82, although the time 
check was started in response to the control signal sent out in order to carry 
out valve -opening control of the ink supply bulb 26 and the predetermined 
time passed When the output by the aforementioned hall devices 33a and 
33b generated when it changes the sub tank 7 into a full state mostly does 
not come, it is constituted so that the message which shows that a main tank 
is in ink and a state may be displayed on the display means 83. 
[0072] Namely, in said recording device, pressurization air is supplied to the 
pressure interior of a room of a main tank. It is constituted so that ink may 
be supplied from each main tank to each sub tank with this pressurization 
air. Therefore, the time which it will be in a full state mostly from the supply 
start of ink to a sub tank It has become clear on a design, and also in the 
state where this time was exceeded greatly, when the supply of ink to a sub 
tank is inadequate, it can be presumed that a main tank is in ink and a state. 
[0073] Thus, while displaying on the display means 83 the message which 
shows that a main tank is in ink and a state as described above when it is 
detected that a main tank is in ink and a state, it is controlled to stop 
printing operation of a recording device. The problem which even the ink in a 
sub tank changes into an empty state can be avoided by this, and it can be 
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made to prevent effectively that air bubbles enter the ink supply way of a 
recording head. 

[0074] Moreover, at this time, the ink in a main tank can be exhausted until 
it will be in an empty state mostly, and it can mitigate the burden of a 
running cost, processing of the remains ink in the ink cartridge discarded, 
etc. 

[0075] By the way, when a certain obstacle occurs for the supply path and 
pressurization air supply path of the ink from a main tank, for example to a 
sub tank according to the ink and the detection means of a main tank by said 
composition, it may be recognized as a main tank being in ink and a state 
accidentally. The control routine shown in drawing 7 is constituted so that 
such a problem can be avoided. Based on the flow chart which shows this 
control routine below, the operation is explained with the control circuit 
shown in drawing 6 . 

[0076] In order to detect the ink and the state of a main tank, as first shown 
in Step Sll, operation of adding the amount of ink used for printing etc. to 
the ink consumption counter in a sub tank is performed. This sends the 
consumption of the ink in the sub tank calculated by the ink consumption 
operation means shown in drawing 6 to the ink consumption counter 79 of a 
sub tank, and is made as [ make / add / the ink consumption ]. And in Step 
S12, it is verified whether the ink consumption counter in a sub tank is 
beyond a predetermined value (A). 

[0077] The enumerated data of the ink consumption counter 79 of the sub 
tank shown in drawing 6 does not verify whether it is over the 
predetermined value (A), and when this is judged to be (No) which has not 
exceeded the predetermined value (A), it will say that a margin is in the ink 
capacity in a sub tank. Therefore, a return is carried out and the routine of 
the aforementioned step Sll and Step S12 is repeated until it exceeds the 
aforementioned predetermined value (A). 

[0078] And in the aforementioned step S12, when judged with the numeric 
value of the ink consumption counter 79 of a sub tank having exceeded the 
predetermined value (A), it moves to Step S13 and ink supply operation to a 
sub tank is started. This is made by carrying out valve opening control of the 
aforementioned ink supply bulb 26. Then, verification of whether ink supply 
on a sub tank was completed in Step S14 is made. The output by hall devices 
22a and 33b is used as this described above. 
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[0079] Verification of whether in parallel to verification by this step SI 4, the 
predetermined time passed fi-om the time of ink supply operation to a sub 
tank being started in Step S18 is also started, the time check this was 
indicated to be to drawing 6 " it is made by the means 82 And if judged with 
ink supply on a sub tank having been completed before progress of a 
predetermined time (Yes), the control which stops ink supply operation in 
Step S15 will be made. This is made by carrying out valve-closing control of 
the ink supply bulb 26 as it described above. 

[0080] And operation of making the ink consumption counter 79 in a sub 
tank resetting in Step S16 is performed, and the operation which subtracts 
the above (A) from the ink residue counter 80 of an ink cartridge is made in 
Step S17 following this. 

[0081] The amount of ink of one batch which supplied ink to the sub tank is 
subtracted by this, and the subtraction result (if it puts in another way ink 
residue of an ink cartridge) is set to the ink residue counter 80 of an ink 
cartridge. 

[0082] When judged with ink supply on a sub tank not having been 
completed, but on the other hand the predetermined time having passed in 
Step S18 in (No) in the aforementioned step S14 moreover, it is presumed 
that the ink cartridge changed into the empty state. Then, operation of 
stopping supply operation of the ink to a sub tank in Step S19 is performed. 
[0083] Then, in Step S20, operation of judging whether the ink residue 
counter 80 of a cartridge being below a predetermined value is made. If it 
puts in another way, here in spite of the state (state of No) where the ink 
residue counter 80 of an ink cartridge has not reached below a 
predetermined value, and the state where ink is fairly left behind in the 
cartridge It can consider that a certain trouble has occurred for a supply path 
or a pressurization air supply path of ink etc. when supply of the ink to a sub 
tank is not completed in a predetermined time, as described above, and is 
made as [ carry / an error message / in this case / to the display means 83 ]. 
[0084] Moreover, when judged with the ink residue counter 80 of a cartridge 
having reached below the predetermined value in the aforementioned step 
S20 (Yes), it is made as [judge / with the ink cartridge having changed into 
the state rightly ], and is made as / perform / the display which shows an ink 
end to the display means 83 in this case ]. That is, the ink and the state of a 
main tank can be correctly recognized by having a judgment means by said 
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Step S20. 

[0085] Read from the record element 27 which has arranged the information 
on the ink residue in an ink cartridge in some cases which constitute the 
main tank as an ink cartridge, the ink consumption of a sub tank is made to 
subtract from this information, and it is made to use as ink residue 
information on the ink cartridge concerned in the form of the operation 
explained above. However, the pilot switch 29 arranged in an ink cartridge 
as a means to grasp the ink residue information in an ink cartridge as shown, 
for example in drawing 2 and drawing 3 can be used. 

[0086] In this case, in Step S20 shown in drawing 7 , the information on the 
ink residue of the cartridge by the aforementioned pilot switch 29 is used, 
and it is used as information which judges an error situation, ink, and a state. 
[0087] Moreover, although it is constituted so that pressurization air may be 
introduced into the pressure room of an ink cartridge in the form of the 
operation explained above and ink may be supplied to a sub tank, this 
invention can be used besides the recording device of such a form. For 
example, in a recording device which draws in so that the inside of a sub 
tank may serve as negative pressure, and supplies ink, or the recording 
device which a water head difference is given [ recording device ] between an 
ink cartridge and a sub tank, and generates an ink style from an ink 
cartridge side to a sub tank, a physical detection means as shown in drawing 
8 or drawing 10 can be used as an ink residue detection means of a cartridge. 
[0088] First, drawing 8 fabricates the case of an ink cartridge 9 by the 
transparent resin, and shows the composition which has arranged the light 
source 86 and the optical sensing sensor 87 as faced across near the bottom 
section of this case. Since the incident light from the aforementioned light 
source 86 is intercepted when ink is held so much in the cartridge 9, as 
shown in drawing 8 (a), a sensor 87 cannot sense an incident light. Moreover, 
as shown in drawing 8 (b), when the ink in a cartridge 9 decreases in number 
rather than a predetermined value, a sensor 87 can sense the incident light 
from the light source 86 through the case fabricated by the transparent resin, 
and it is judged that there are few ink residues than a predetermined value. 
[0089] Moreover, similarly drawing 9 fabricates the case of an ink cartridge 9 
by the transparent resin, and is considered as the composition which formed 
the prism section 85 in the buttock section between the lower base section 
and side -attachment- wall section. That is, the incident angle from the light 
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source 86 to the prism section 85 and the outgoing radiation angle from the 
prism section 85 to a sensor 87 are constituted so that it may become the 
angle of theta (=45 degree), respectively. And it is made as [ detect / the ink 
residue in an ink cartridge / a difference of the critical angle of the total 
reflection determined with the rate of crookedness of the ink in a cartridge 9 
and the resin which constitutes a case, and the critical angle of the total 
reflection determined with the rate of crookedness of air and the resin which 
constitutes a case ]. 

[0090] Furthermore, drawing 10 is considered as the composition which the 
electrode terminals 90a and 90b of a couple laid underground toward the 
reservoir space of ink near the lower base side of the case of an ink cartridge 
9, and it is constituted so that predetermined voltage may be impressed from 
the source 91 of a constant voltage to one electrode-terminal 90a. Moreover, 
the resistance element 92 is connected to electrode -terminal 90b of another 
side between reference potentials (ground), and the voltage detector 93 
which detects the potential produced in this resistance element 92 is 
connected to electrode -terminal 90b of aforementioned another side. 
[0091] By this composition, when the ink of the capacity beyond the grade 
which the ink in an ink cartridge makes flow through the electrode terminals 
90a and 90b of the aforementioned couple is left behind in the ink cartridge, 
the voltage value more than predetermined is detected in the voltage 
detector 93. Moreover, when the ink residue in an ink cartridge is close to an 
end state, the voltage value in the aforementioned voltage detector 93 falls 
far. Therefore, by using this composition, it becomes possible to detect the 
ink residue in an ink cartridge. 

[0092] The ink residue detection means of an ink cartridge shown in drawing 
8 or drawing 10 explained above can also be replaced and used for the 
numeric value of the residue counter of the cartridge in Step S20 in said 
drawing 7 . 
[0093] 

[Effect of the Invention] Since it constituted [ so that clearly ] from the above 
explanation according to the ink-jet formula recording device which adopted 
the ink and the judgment method of a cartridge concerning this invention so 
that it might judge with an ink cartridge being in ink and a state when the 
amount of supply of the ink to a sub tank was inadequate even if the supply 
time of the ink to a sub tank had passed predetermined time since the ink 
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cartridge, the ink and the state of an ink cartridge can be grasped correctly. 
And uneconomical employment of exchanging ink cartridges, where a lot of 
ink is left is avoidable by detecting the ink and the state of an ink cartridge 
with such the method of detection. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing l] It is the plan having shown the whole ink-jet formula recording 
device composition which applied this invention. 

[Drawing 2] It is the ** type view having shown the ink distribution system 
from a main tank to a recording head. 

[Drawing 3] It is the cross section having shown the composition of an ink 
cartridge shown in drawing 2 . 

[Drawing 4] The composition of some sub tanks is omitted and it is the 
perspective diagram of a **** state from the whole surface about this. 
[Drawing 5] Similarly it is the perspective drawing of the whole surface to a 
**** state about a sub tank. 

[Drawing 6] It is the block diagram having shown the composition of the 
control circuit carried in the ink-jet formula recording device shown in 
drawing 1 . 

[Drawing 7] It is the flow chart which showed the routine of operation which 
detects the ink and the state of a cartridge which are made by the control 
circuit shown in drawing 6 . 

[Drawing 8] It is the ** type view having shown the 1st example of the 
physical ink residue detection means which can be used in the routine of 
operation which detects the ink and the state which are shown in drawing 7 . 
[Drawing 9] It is the ** type view having shown the 2nd example of an ink 
residue detection means similarly. 

[Drawing 10] It is the ** type view having shown the 3rd example of an ink 
residue detection means similarly. 

[Description of Notations] 

1 [ ] Carriage 

6 [ ] Recording Head 
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7 (7a, 7b, 7c, 7d) Sub tank 

8 [ ] Cartridge Electrode Holder 

9 (9a, 9b, 9c, 9d) Main tank (ink cartridge) 

10 [ ] Flexible Tube (Ink Supply Route) 

11 [] Capping Means 

12 [ ] Wiping Means 
15 [ ] Suction Pump 

21 [ ] Air Booster Pump 

22 [ ] Pressure Regulating Valve 

23 [ ] Pressure Sensor 

24 [ ] Ink Pack 

24b [ ] an operation board 

25 [ ] Pressure Room 

26 [ ] Ink Supply Bulb 

27 [ ] Record Element 
29 [ ] Pilot Switch 

31 [ ] Float Member 

32 [ ] Permanent Magnet 

33 (33a, 33b) Hall device 

70 [ ] Printing Control Means 

71 [ ] Head Driving Means 

72 [ ] Flushing Control Means 

73 [ ] Cleaning Control Means 

74 [ ] Cleaning Instruction Detection Means 

75 [ ] Pump Driving Means 

77 [ ] Ink Consumption Operation Means 

78 [ ] Coefficient Setting Means 

79 [ ] Ink Consumption Counter of Sub Tank 

80 [ ] Residue Counter of Main Tank 

81 [ ] Write-in Read-out Means 

82 [ ] Time Check - Means 

83 [ ] Display Means 

85 [ ] Prism Section 

86 [ ] Light Source 

87 [ ] Optical Sensing Sensor 
90a, 90b Electrode terminal 
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91 [ ] Source of Constant Voltage 
93 [ ] Voltage Detector 



